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The tropical trend was quite a hit throughout 2017 and
is making a comeback this year, evolving with more
gorgeous greens and vibrant colours
Welcome to the April issue of
Property News!
We’re not quite sure how we’ve already managed to
get a quarter of the way through 2018 but despite the
snow flurries and colder than average nights, we are
pining for summer and the warmer nights and longer
days that its arrival brings.
So with thoughts on brighter weather, we’ve gone all
tropical in this issue with ideas for the home to give
the inside an outside feel.
And with the advent of summer come the Bank
Holidays and days out! Get some inspiration of things
to do with the kids, we have plenty of ideas inside.
And if the wetter weather does make an appearance,
don’t let it dampen your spirits and head for the
kitchen and get creative with our recipe ideas that are
perfect for the little ones.
Despite the unpredictability of the British weather,
recent research by travel trade association ABTA has
revealed the UK is set to be British holidaymakers’
destination of choice in 2018, as 66% of the British
population are already planning time away closer to
home. So if you want to explore what the UK has to
offer, in your very own second home, inside we take
a look at just what’s so good about owning a caravan
or motorhome.
But, as ever, there is lots more inside to keep you
reading; from news on the stamp duty changes,
a focus on the Winter Paralympics plus why reducing
the amount of plastic in your home is a good move
for the environment.
Happy reading!
Linda McKeown
Editor

This season is all about injecting your home with a little
paradise of its own, from tropical decor to bold leaf prints.
The tropical trend will see your home full of colour, ready
for the dazzling sun. But don’t worry if you’re not too sure
on where to start as we have it covered!
Spruce up your sofa with some bold colours
Cushions are the perfect way to incorporate colour into
your home and can be easily changed from season to
season, without having to completely strip your walls and
redecorate. The best thing about cushions is that you
can mix and match. Feature a couple of neutral based
cushions along with a heavyweight print, which is sure to
complement your decor.

This lovely palm leaf
cushion on a white
background from
Zazzle is sure to
impress.
£25.75

www.zazzle.co.uk

Artwork can add a touch of sophistication to any room
and tropical prints will add both colour and texture!
Not only will art give your home
a quick seasonal make-over but it
will also freshen up your style.
This palm leaf botanical giclee art
print is perfect for a tropical style
interior and would look great as a
set or on its own.
£25.00

www.notonthehighstreet.com

When it comes to the tropical
trend, adding plants to your
home should be at the top of
your list. Bringing the outdoors
in can really give life to your
home and will help create a calm
atmosphere.
Why not add some elegance to
your room with this aspidistra
elatior from Waitrose Garden,
filling your room with a lovely
shade of green.
£49.99

www.waitrosegarden.com
However, if you’re not a keen gardener and
know that any plant will die under your
supervision then try this artificial Fern plant
from Matalan, which will bring a new lease of
life to your home.
£18.00
www.matalan.co.uk

When it comes to lampshades and
lights we often tend to stick to neutral
themes but change it up a little and add
a splash of exotic colour. Vibrant
lampshades can add a stylish touch which
can make a real statement in your home.
This inspiring Silhouette Cotton
Lampshade Teal Lemur in Egg Yolk will
instantly ensure that your home is full of
colour and features a jungle scene with
palm leaves, hibiscuses and playful lemurs
From £40.00

www.redcandy.co.uk

Rugs can really inject extra colour and
warmth into a space and are super soft on
your feet. Using a tropical themed rug with
a neutral colour palette will work in almost
any room and bring the outdoors in.
Try this modern Beaumont botanical
design rug from Wayfair, which works both
indoors and outdoors.
£41.20
www.wayfair.co.uk

If you have bare minimal decor then bold
bed sheets can often refresh the entire look
of your room and make a strong statement.
Bright colours can bring warmth to a room,
filling it with plenty of colour and
enhancing light.
This colourful tropical leaf and floral print
Floresta duvet has a matt satin finish for
extra softness and comfort.
£28.00-£46.00

www.dunelm.com

Please note:
all prices correct
of time of publishing

Page 3

Stamp Duty for
first time buyers:
how the changes
affect you
Over the last decade, first time buyers
have found it increasingly hard to get on
the property ladder. In some cases, once
you finally get accepted for a mortgage,
you suddenly discover all the extra
payments, including stamp duty.

Stamp duty land tax (SDLT) is
a tax that anyone buying a
property or land costing more
than a set amount must pay.
The current threshold is £125,000
for residential properties, and
£150,000 for non-residential
land and properties.
The rate at which you pay the tax
varies based on the property.
For example, for properties between
£125,000 and £250,000 in value, you
will pay 2% in SDLT.
This tax applies to both freehold and
leasehold properties, whether you’re
buying outright, with a mortgage or
on a shared ownership basis.
However, this all changed back in
the Autumn Budget last year,
when the government abolished
stamp duty for first time buyers
purchasing a property up to the
value of £300,000.
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These changes are only in effect in
England, Northern Ireland and Wales
– first-time buyers in Scotland will
still need to pay. However, first timer
buyers in Wales only had up until the
end of March to avoid paying SDLT,
so will need to be quick to make the
most of this saving.
Announcing the change back
in November, Philip Hammond,
Chancellor of the Exchequer, said
it was part of his pledge to, “revive
the homeowning dream”.
He said: “Hopefully, by abolishing
stamp duty, which will save the
average first time buyer about
£1,700, that will be a help and an
incentive to focus on getting the
deposit, getting the money together
to get on the housing ladder, and we
hope that many more young people
will be able to get on the housing
ladder.” He added that over the next
five years, a million first time buyers
will make a saving saying it is a,
“good news story.”

But what does this mean
for first-time buyers?
First-time buyers (especially those
who don’t drink white ciders!) were
the big winners in the Autumn
budget.
On top of the deposit required for
a mortgage, a big saving like this
is a welcomed bonus for anybody
securing their first home.
Recently, we have seen a big push
to help first-time buyers which have
all contributed to a rise in first-time
purchases. For example, Help-to-Buy
ISAs are a popular way for first-timer
buyers to save up for their first home.
When saving into a Help-to-Buy,
the government will provide a 25%
bonus on any savings up to £12,000
– providing anything up to £3,000
when used on a deposit.
According to the Daily Mirror,
the number of first-time buyers
stepping onto the property ladder

The number of first-time buyers
stepping onto the property ladder in
January increased by 16% compared
to the month before

in January increased by 16%
compared to the month before.
And this is something which is
expected to rise over the next few
years.

Am I a first-time buyer?
In simple terms, a first-time buyer
is anyone who hasn’t owned a
property before anywhere in the
world, whether bought or inherited.
This also includes someone who
has previously had a mortgage on a
shared ownership property.
HM Revenue and Customs also
state that the buyer “must intend
to occupy the property as their
only or main residence”. So, the
exemption doesn’t apply to second
homes or buy-to-let properties.
Likewise, if you have inherited a
property, then the HMRC says, “in
this case, a person will be seen to
previously have acquired a major
interest in a residential property”.

Are you applying for a joint
mortgage with a partner or
a friend?
In order to meet the criteria, both
parties on the mortgage have to be
a first-time buyer. A way around this
is to apply for the mortgage in just
the first-timer buyer’s name, but this
could affect the amount of money
you can borrow and the interest rates
you are offered.

Buying a house over
£300,000?
First-time buyers purchasing
a property up to £500,000 do
not pay Stamp Duty on the first
£300,000. You only pay on the
remaining amount – anything up to
£200,000. For example, if a house
costs £450,000 then SDLT is paid
on the remaining £150,000 – the first
£300,000 is tax free.
However, if you are buying a property
over £500,000 then the standard

rates of Stamp Duty apply to all
buyers, which can be found on the
government website www.gov.uk/
stamp-duty-land-tax.

Can I avoid paying
Stamp Duty?
If you are not a first-time buyer, there
are still ways you can avoid paying
the tax. As the threshold is £125,000,
you could buy a house which needs
cosmetic work so that the price is
cheaper. Mobile homes are often
exempt from stamp duty too, as you
are not always purchasing the land it
sits on.

We know buying a
property can sometimes
be confusing. Talk to our
friendly team who’ll be
able to answer any
queries that you have
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Plastic really isn’t

so fantast c!

According to Greenpeace, an estimated 12.7 million tonnes of plastic ends up in our oceans
each year but if we act now, we can help protect the world’s most beautiful creations
Changing our lifestyles to help save our planet
shouldn’t take a back seat and should, in fact,
be a number one priority. Plastic is causing huge
environmental problems, especially to marine life,
which includes turning our oceans into a plastic
infested soup. Plastic waste is travelling on ocean
currents and appearing on some of the UK’s most
wonderful beaches, remote Pacific islands and has
even been found trapped in Arctic ice.
It’s not just big corporations that can make a
difference though; each and every one of us,
as individuals, can help reduce our own personal
plastic footprint, especially in the home, in order
to make a change.
Recently a store in Amsterdam opened its
doors to shoppers who are able to pick from
more than 700 plastic-free products, all which
will be available down a plastic free aisle.
This is a great turning point in the bid to
reduce plastic in our lives and campaigners
have been celebrating; it just goes to show
that it can actually be done!

It takes up to 200
years for a
plastic straw to
decompose,
and they can’t be
recycled
in most places
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Top tips to reduce
your plastic
footprint
r from
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Do you

1.

Swap bottled hand soaps
with a good old-fashioned
soap bar

2.

Carry a reusable
shopping bag

3. Give up bottled water!
Keep a reusable bottle and
fill with tap water instead
4. Avoid using disposable
cutlery
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The supermarket shop

6. Buy loose tea instead of
using tea bags; even they
contain small amounts
of plastic
7.

Say no to chewing gum!
Even that is made from
plastic

8.

Buy tasty fresh bread
which is either loose or
in a paper bag rather than
those covered in plastic

9.

Compost food waste
instead of throwing it into
a plastic bin bag

10. Make your own condiments
instead of buying those in
plastic bottles

Supermarkets are full of pla
stic and sometimes it’s
hard to avoid. Where possibl
e try and choose loose
fruit and vegetables. These
are often cheaper too –
an added bonus!
Prime Minster, Theresa Ma
y, has pledged to ban all
avoidable plastic waste in
the UK by 2042 and the
majority of supermarkets are
setting themselves
targets to reduce their pla
stic intake. The UK
government has also announ
ced a plan to ban
microbeads which comes
into force this year. Howeve
r,
these products will still be
available to buy until then,
so avoid using products con
taining polyethylene
(PE), polypropylene (PP),
polyethylene terephthalate
(PET), polymethyl methacry
late (PMMA),
polytetrafluoroethylene (PT
FE) and nylon.

5. The milk man is still
around! Have him deliver
your milk in glass bottles,
which are collected and
then reused

Invest in a
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Talk to us now about the fantastic ways
in which we can market your property
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An international multi-sporting event
involving athletes with a range of
disabilities, the Paralympic Games
began forming in the late 1940s

2018 Paralympic
Winter Games
The Paralympic Games has a fascinating history, but the most
enthralling history is the one Britain made in this year’s campaign

It was a Dr. Ludwig Guttmann who in
1948 organised sports competitions
between British convalescent
hospitals. However, it was in 1960
which finally saw a parallel Olympics
held in Rome following the 1960
Summer Olympics, in which over
four hundred wheelchair athletes
competed at what became known as
the first official Paralympics.
A double-leg amputee Austrian skier
who tried skiing using prosthetics,
Sepp Zwicknagl, was generally regarded as a pioneer of snow sports
for disabled athletes. Many technological advances for people with
disabilities who wanted to participate
in winter sports were made largely
thanks to Zwicknagl’s efforts. And
in 1974 the first official world ski

competition was held, featuring both
downhill and cross-country skiing.
However, the first official Winter
Paralympic Games were held in
1976 at Örnsköldsvik, Sweden. Ice
sledge racing was included as a
demonstration event, but the main
events were alpine and Nordic skiing,
for amputees and visually impaired
athletes. One hundred and ninety
eight athletes participated in the
Games, from 16 different countries.
It was the first time athletes with
impairments other than wheelchair
athletes were permitted to compete.
The 2018 campaign
A whopping 569 athletes
participated in the PyeongChang
2018 Paralympic Winter Games,
spanning 49 nations. The
Pyeongchang Olympic Stadium
hosted the opening ceremony of the
events, which was built specifically
for the 2018 Winter Games. The
United States won the most medals
in the tournament, totalling 36,
including 13 gold. It was a Winter
Paralympics first for China who
won their first ever medal – a gold.
Meanwhile, South Korea won their
first Winter Paralympics gold medal.
How did Britain do?
Great Britain finished 13th in the
medals table, with one gold to their
name. Out of all teams who had

19-year-old Menna Fitzpatrick won
Britain’s gold this year in the vision
impaired category of the women’s
slalom
one gold medal, Britain finished
highest due to having achieved
four silver medals. They also won
two bronze medals, totalling seven
altogether. This is one more medal
than the nation achieved in the
2014 Paralympics in Sochi, meaning
Britain’s Paralympic team hit their
target of seven medals.
It is in fact the team’s best
performance since they won ten
medals at the 1984 Innsbruck Games.
19-year-old Menna Fitzpatrick won
Britain’s gold this year in the vision
impaired category of the women’s
slalom, and has become Great
Britain’s most decorated individual
Winter Paralympian in the process.
Her four medals, consisting of a gold,
two silvers, and a bronze, constitute
over half of Britain’s total medal haul
in the campaign.

image source : insidethegames.biz Joe Kusumoto Photography kusumotophoto.blogspot.com

How did it all start?
Since the 1988 Summer Games in
Seoul, South Korea, both the Summer
and Winter Paralympic Games
have been held almost immediately
following each retrospective Olympic
Games. An international multisporting event involving athletes with
a range of disabilities, the Paralympic
Games began forming in the late
1940s. It was initially only an attempt
to assist large numbers of war
veterans and civilians who had been
injured during the Second World War.
But rehabilitation sport soon evolved
into recreational sport and, finally,
competitive sport.

image source : denofgeek.com

Get ready
for the
greatest
show
on DVD
The
Greatest
Showman

Movie facts
Actress Rebecc
a Ferguson, who
plays
opera singer Je
nny Lind, does
not
actually sing in
the movie
Hugh Jackman
turned down a
James
Bond role to pl
ay P.T. Barnum
Many of the co
stumes worn by
the
circus cast cam
e from the real
Barnum Circus
Zendaya did al
l of her own tr
apeze
stunts in the fil
m
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If you haven’t managed to catch
The Greatest Showman at the
cinema, fear not – it’s available
to buy on DVD on 14th May and
promises to deliver a heartwarming story of hope and
ambition filled with music
Inspired by the imagination
of P.T. Barnum, The Greatest
Showman is an original musical
that celebrates the birth of show
business and tells of a visionary
who rose from nothing to create
a spectacle that became a
worldwide sensation. And what a
true sensation it is!
Initially released in cinemas on
8th December 2017, The Greatest
Showman tells the story of an
orphaned, penniless but ambitious
American, Phineas Taylor Barnum.
With his mind crammed with
imagination and fresh ideas,
the American will always be
remembered as the man with the
gift to effortlessly blur the line
between reality and fiction.
Thirsty for innovation and hungry
for success, Barnum eventually
manages to open a wax museum
but soon shifts his focus to the

sed
Music compo
ey,
n
eb
D
n
h
by: Jo
anese
Joseph Trap
:
Box office
n
$345.4 millio

unique and peculiar, introducing
extraordinary, never-seen-before
live acts on the circus stage.
At the time some called Barnum’s
wide collection of oddities a
freak show; however, Barnum
ignores the sceptics and gambles
everything he has on opera
singer, Jenny Lind, to help
appeal to a high-brow audience.
The move appears to work and
audiences are enthralled, but
at the same time it also pushes
Barnum to distance himself from
those he cares most about –
his family.
The movie follows Barnum
throughout each decision and the
impact that it has on him and his
family. But will he risk it all to be
accepted and gain the celebrity
status he craves?
The Greatest Showman is indeed
one of the greatest films and
is not to be missed! It’s a story
of hope, ambition and desire
laced with high-energy, uplifting
musical numbers to make your
heart swell.
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Create your own home from home
Recent research by travel trade association ABTA* has revealed the UK is
set to be British holidaymakers’ destination of choice in 2018. 66% of the
British population are already planning time away closer to home, which
makes it perfect timing to go camping and explore the outdoors
Europe follows the UK as a close second as the
destination of choice with 63% planning to visit
and 14% looking to travel to North America.
2017 was a popular year for UK breaks, with British
adults taking an average of 2.1 UK holidays: up on
the previous year. Families with children aged five
and over enjoyed 2.7 UK breaks and adults aged 35
to 44 ventured on 2.5 domestic vacations.*
Research indicates that British spending on
holidays will also increase, as a significant 31% are
putting aside more money for their vacations in
2018, while 47% are hoping to spend the same and
just 14% plan to spend less.*
Figures from The Camping and Caravanning
Club^ suggest this trend is already well underway,
reporting a 10% increase in bookings across its
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106 club campsites for the 2018 season year-to-date
versus 2017.
Brexit and the fall in the value of the pound has also
helped contribute to the rise of glamping and luxury
options available, helping ensure that camping and
caravanning sites remain firm family favourites for
holiday destinations. In addition, more and more sites
now also provide the likes of luxury yurts and huts as
well as the more traditional family holiday options.
The Caravan and Motorhome Club also supports
the positive forecast+ announcing that 2017 was the
best-ever year for tent camping, with a 13% increase
compared to 2016 and its best-ever figures currently
for winter camping. Leisure vehicle holidays were
also up in 2017 with the club reporting an 11% growth
in pitch nights over 2016 and a record November for
touring caravan, motorhome and campervan stays.

“Sales of both motorhomes and caravans were up in 2017,
with motorhome registrations rising by 14.9% and tourer
factory dispatches to dealers increasing by 8.7%,” said
Jenny Summers, Group Marketing Director of the NCC
(National Caravan Council), the UK’s trade body for the
tourer, motorhome and caravan holiday home industries.
The growth of the British tourism industry boded well for
the NCC’s Caravan, Camping and Motorhome Show 2018 in
February with a record-breaking 101,583 visitors attending
its sister-show in October last year.
This year’s event took place at Birmingham’s NEC between
20th and 25th February, bringing together over 370
exhibitors. It’s the UK’s largest showcase of caravans,
campervans, motorhomes,
caravan holiday homes and
lodges as well as new season
tents, trailer tents and folding
caravans.
*Source – ABTA Holiday Habits Report 2017
(https://abta.com/assets/uploads/general/Holiday_Habits_Report_2017.pdf)
^Source – The Camping and Caravanning Club
+Source – Caravan and Motorhome Club

Fancy going on
your own camping trip?
There are plenty of sites across the UK that you can visit – and you
don’t always have to be a member to book and enjoy the benefits either.
However, if you become a member of the Camping and Caravanning
Club you can save 30% on pitch fees every time you book! You can find
out more by visiting www.campingandcaravanningclub.co.uk

There are plenty of
sites across the UK
that you can visit –
and you don’t always
have to be a member
to book and enjoy
the benefits

Sales of both
motorhomes and
caravans were up in
2017, with motorhome
registrations rising by
14.9% and tourer factory
dispatches to dealers
increasing by 8.7%

According to the Caravan, Camping and
Motorhome Show 2018, being outside creates
the happiest memories.

The Old Oaks Touring Park

Glastonbury, Somerset, has been named as
AA Campsite of the Year for England and
overall winner 2018 in the AA’s Caravan &
Camping Awards.

Research shows that those who camp are happier,
healthier, less stressed, and spend more quality time
with family and friends.
Studies also show that families who camp together have
better relationships, with eight in ten campers agreeing
that camping brings families closer.
Source: http://www.ccmshow.co.uk/uk-set-2018s
-popular-holiday-destination-british-travellers-rediscover-delights-holiday-home/

How do you keep your brood entertained
without it costing you a small fortune?
Here we reveal the secrets to how!

A day by the sea
Family time wouldn’t be the same without a day out to the seaside. With much more to do than just
building sand castles, the kids are sure to be entertained for hours. Whether it’s paddling in the sea, a
donkey ride, arcade fun or simply hunting for fossils, there are beaches all over the country offering fun
filled days out. There are also many seaside towns with piers stretching for miles into the ocean – an
ideal spot for boat watching.

Relax! When it comes to marketing your property, we’ll do the hard work for you
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Amusement parks and zoos
For an exciting day out, you can’t go far wrong with an amusement park or
a trip to the zoo. Although seen by many as an expensive option, the visit
will leave lasting memories for all. There are many and varied parks across
the country, each with their own range of attractions. Whether you enjoy
white knuckle rides, twirling on tea cups or having your car attacked by
monkeys, there is bound to be one which will appeal to the whole family.
If you’re a Tesco Clubcard holder then
lessen the blow by saving your
vouchers and exchange them for
tickets to the park of your choice.
Certain companies also print 2 for 1
offers on their products, so it’s worth
looking out for them. If you are a
regular amusement park attendee
then you could consider a Merlin
pass which, for a fixed fee, will allow
you and your family access to a
number of amusements for a
whole year.

Trampoline parks
What do you do when
the unpredictable British
weather ruins your plans?
Why not let your kids show
off their jumping skills and burn off
some energy at a trampoline park?.
It’s the perfect answer to a rainy day.
There are hundreds up and down the
country, so have a look online for
your nearest one.

Visit a museum

Make your own fun
Spending quality time as a family
doesn’t have to cost anything; with
a little imagination there’s a lot of
fun that can be had by just staying
at home. Spending the day in your
pyjamas, playing board games,
making paper aeroplanes and
inside treasure hunts, are perfect.
Or why not get the kids messy in
the kitchen making and decorating
their own cakes or biscuits ?. End
your creative day by cosying up
on the sofa, with a hot chocolate,
homemade treats and a family
favourite film.

Visiting a museum can be the
perfect way to entertain the whole
family. Around the country there
are museums which will appeal to
everyone including the Space Museum
in Leicester, the Robin Hood Museum
and city vaults in Nottingham or the
Jorvik Viking Centre in York, each
offering exciting and informative
experiences. If you’re looking for a
unique experience and want to explore the world of Winnie the Pooh,
then a trip to the Victoria and Albert Museum in London is a must. This
multi-sensory exhibition introduces you to the magical world of Winnie
the Pooh and will excite both young and old. The exhibition is open until
the 8th of April. Find out more at www.vam.ac.uk.

A teddy bears picnic
or bear hunt
A teddy bears picnic or bear hunt is a
good way to get your child’s imagination
going, whatever their age. Prepare a
picnic together, organise the bears and
set up camp in your living room or why
not take a trip down to your local park
or woods? Get lost together and enjoy
the great outdoors looking for that
grizzly bear hiding just behind the next
tree! Sometimes the simplest of ideas
are the most memorable.

NATIONAL TRUST membership
With hundreds of unforgettable places to visit up and down the
country, signing up for a National Trust membership offers you free
access to them all. From stately homes and castles to nature trails and
parks, there really is something for the whole family. Visit their website
www.nationaltrust.org.uk for helpful information on places to go and
activities taking place.
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Ready, steady, bake!

RECIPE CORNER

Liven up your baking with the kids with these exciting
ideas to help keep them busy

Ingredients
•

150g butter,
•
cubed
• 200g ba
•
r milk chocol
ate
• 50g white
chocolate
• 3 large eg
•
gs
• 150g gold
en caster suga
r
• 75g plain
•
flour
• 25g coco
a powder
•

Method

75g desiccated
coconut
1 tsp green fo
od
colouring
250g pack gr
een
ready-to-roll ic
ing
75g pack milk
chocolate stic
ks
200g pack je
lly snakes

1.

Chocolate jumbo
jam jar

Heat oven to
180C/160C fa
6. Remove
n/gas 4. Break
from the oven
milk chocolat
up 150g of th
e and put it in
and, while still
e
the remaining
a
hot, sprinkle
bo
wl with the bu
bowl over a pa
grated chocol
tter. Sit the
n of gently si
at
e
ov
er
th
pudding. Leav
mmering wat
e tops of each
melt, stirring
er and allow to
e to cool slight
occasionally,
ly, then carefu
until smooth.
th
e
ja
lly remove
rs
2. Grate the
from the tin an
Set aside to co
remaining milk
d allow to co
ol.
7.
ch
ol
To
oc
co
ol
cr
m
at
eate your jung
pletely.
e and set asid
chop the whi
le scene, plac
e. Now
te chocolate
e the desiccat
into small piec
coconut in a
3. Put the eg
ed
es.
bowl and add
gs and sugar
green food co
in a bowl and,
w
ill
be
lo
ur
yo
in
ur
g – this
hand whisk, be
using an elec
grass layer of
tric
at for 4-5 min
the jungle. Now
layer over the
s until pale an
sprinkle a
4. Pour the
to
d
p
th
of the puddin
ickened.
melted butter
g.
8. Roll out a
and chocolat
e into the egg
mixture and st
piece of gree
n icing to mak
ir. Sieve the flo
e a thin ‘worm
measuring 18
ur and cocoa
fold into the m
cm. Coil this ar
’
powder and
ixture. Stir in
ound one of th
sticks to crea
the white choc
e chocolate
5. Divide th
te a creeping
olate.
e mixture betw
plant growing
een the jam ja
Skewer this in
up the tree.
in a roasting
rs. Sit the jam
to the puddin
tin and pour
ja
rs
g
an
d
9.
re
bo
pe
A
at
ili
dd a few jelly
ng water into
with 2 more.
of the tin, so
snakes to your
the bottom
that the water
jungle, coiling
ar
ris
ou
es
nd
a
qu
in and
th
arter of the w
e trees to set
up the sides of
ay
the scene. Rep
the jars. Bake
ja
ea
rs
fo
t
r
(y
w
15
ou’ll need 6).
ith the other
-20 mins until
of the chocol
the top
ate pudding is
10. Using an
set but the m
other piece of
squidgy.
iddle is still
green icing, cu
attach to the
t out 3 leaves
top of the ch
to
ocolate sticks
to firm up for
. Allow the icin
about 20 min
g
s, then sit the
of the rim of
leaves on top
the jar.

Chocolate & hazelnut
thumb print cookies

Method
1.

2.

Ingredients
•

180g hazelnuts, toasted

•

100g plain flour

•

90g buckwheat flour

•

60g golden caster sugar

•

180g unsalted butter

•

100g dark chocolate,
roughly chopped

•

1 tsp coconut oil (or
use any flavourless oil)

3.

Line a baking tray with baking parchment. Tip the
hazelnuts into a food processor and pulse until finely
chopped. Add the flours, sugar and a pinch of flaked sea
salt, and process for 20-30 secs until fully combined.
Add the butter and pulse until the mixture just starts to
come together. Tip the dough out onto a work surface
and knead by hand until smooth.
Roll the dough into 25 small balls, then transfer to the
baking tray. Using your thumb or the handle of a wooden
spoon, make an indent in the centre of each piece of
dough. Put the tray in the fridge and chill for 30 mins
before baking. Heat oven to 180C/160C fan/gas 4.
Bake in the oven for 15-20 mins or until light golden brown.
Put the chocolate and oil in a heatproof bowl and set over
a pan of simmering water, stirring occasionally, until fully
melted. Use a teaspoon to top each cookie with a little
melted chocolate. Put aside until the chocolate has set.

What the
MEES mean
for landlords,
and how
to avoid
breaching
them
It’s crucial that landlords understand the details and
implications behind the new minimum energy
efficiency standards
Unwanted carbon emissions and
higher-than-necessary energy bills
are just two negative consequences
which can result from a property
baring a low energy efficiency
performance, but the requirement
that privately rented properties
must have a minimum rating of E
on an Energy Performance
Certificate is now the law as
of 1st April this year.
With very few exceptions, it is
illegal to let a home that has not
achieved this and landlords could
face prosecution. Therefore, taking
advantage of voids and lease breaks
to upgrade a property’s energy
performance is a wise move.
The new minimum energy efficiency
standards (MEES) regulations for
England and Wales applies to new
lets and renewals of tenancies,
and, for all existing tenancies, the
regulations will take force from 1st
April 2020.
Research collated last year revealed
that approximately two-thirds of buyto-let landlords lacked awareness of
the new MEES. Almost half admitted
to being only ‘vaguely aware’ of the
new rules, and around 27% of them
do not know the EPC rating of their
own property. New data gathered
in February this year suggests there
could still be thousands of property
owners with commercial buildings
that could breach the new guidelines
but don’t know it.

What are the penalties?
If the property continues to be
rented out for a period of fewer than
three months whilst in breach of the
MEES regulations, the penalty will be
equivalent to 10% of the property’s
rateable value, subject to a minimum
penalty of £5,000 and a maximum
of £50,000. After three months, the
penalty rises to 20% of the rateable
value, with a minimum penalty of
£10,000 and a maximum of £150,000.

Are there any exemptions?
Exceptions can be made to the
MEES. However they are limited
and consist of only three. The FIRST
is where an independent assessor
determines that all relevant energy
efficiency improvements have
been made to the property, or that
improvements that could be made
but have not been made would not
pay for themselves through energy
savings within seven years. The
SECOND is through devaluation,
whereby an independent surveyor
determines that the relevant energy
efficiency improvements that could
be made to the property are likely
to reduce the market value of the
property by more than 5%. The
THIRD and final exception is relating
to third party consent, whereby
the consent from persons such
as a tenant, a superior landlord or
planning authorities has been refused
or has been given with conditions
with which the landlord cannot
reasonably comply.

It’s important to note that any
exemptions must be registered
on the central government PRS
Exemptions Register, which is live
from 1st April, and to also remember
that exemptions are only valid for five
years and cannot be transferred to a
new landlord.

What you, as a landlord, can do
to ensure you meet the required
standards
Landlords looking to sell should
be prepared for buyers to run a
re-simulation of a building’s EPC using
up-to-date software. The prospective
buyer could then use this information
to attempt to reduce the asking price.
When there is a change of tenant,
however, it is sometimes required that
there is extensive refurbishment of a
building. This can trigger the need for
a new EPC assessment, and landlords
should therefore bear in mind that
without including energy efficiency
upgrades within this refurbishment,
they could risk being downgraded to
a lower rating, and potentially even
losing their ability to rent the
property altogether.

New data gathered in
February this year suggests
there could still be thousands
of property owners with
commercial buildings that
could breach the new
guidelines but don’t know it
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023 9269 6811
Southsea 023 9286 4974
Waterlooville 023 9223 2888
Portsmouth

CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION VALUATION
Lavington, London Road

£695,000

Bernards are thrilled to introduce to the market, this truly one off, detached property with five double bedrooms in a
highly sought after location for sale. Having been completely refurbished to the highest standard by its current owner,
this beautiful property has everything you would want from a modern, spacious family home. The gorgeous front exterior
of this property boasts automatic gates with CCTV and an intercom system making it very secure.

Merchants Row, White Hart Road, Portsmouth

£775,000

This substantial four storey property will not fail to impress. As you walk up to this home you are greeted by a stunning
home in an equally as stunning position. The moment you step over the threshold you feast your eyes upon the warm
and inviting colours of the oak flooring and wooden balustrade. The property offers bright and spacious accommodation
on four floors. With views over the Camber dock, The Spinnaker tower and The Bridge Tavern as well as The BAR team
building.

portsmouth@bernardsestates.co.uk | southsea@bernardsestates.co.uk | waterlooville@bernardsestates.co.uk

T H E E S TAT E AG E N T S

Portsmouth Road, Waterlooville

£550,000

Bernards Waterlooville are thrilled to introduce this substantial property, located within the heart of the highly sought
after location of Horndean. Situated on a private drive with off road parking for around 8 cars, this wonderful property
has all the characteristics of a family home, and features a large rear garden with mature shrubs, plants, lawned area
and features a heated 12ft x 28ft swimming pool. There is also an outside Pergola covered eating/barbeque area and a
sheltered sundeck, greenhouse and log store.

Stakes Road, Waterlooville

£500,000

Bernards Waterlooville are thrilled to introduce to the sales market, this spacious five bedroom detached property in the
heart of a highly sought after area. The front exterior of this property has commanding frontage, with laid to block paving
driveway, with ample parking for multiple cars with access to the garage. Moving inside, the space of this property is
immediately clear, having formerly been split into a main property and an annex, you have space in abundance, with five
ground floor reception rooms.

bernardsestates.co.uk

023 9269 6811
Southsea 023 9286 4974
Waterlooville 023 9223 2888
Portsmouth

CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION VALUATION
Erica Road, Waterlooville

£355,000

Bernards Waterlooville are delighted to introduce to the sales market, this very spacious three bedroom detached
bungalow in the heart of a highly sought after location. Boasting a large garage and off road parking, this property has
all the characteristics of a wonderful family home. Stepping inside the property, the ground floor consists of a spacious
lounge/diner. Moving through you have a fitted kitchen, three bedrooms, all of which boasts built in storage, which adds
fantastic practicality to the property, there is also a modern shower room.

Mayhall Road, Portsmouth

£230,000

NO FORWARD CHAIN, NEWLY RENOVATED, NO WORK NEEDED! Bernards Portsmouth are delighted to welcome to
the market this three bedroom terraced home in Copnor, Portsmouth. Benefitting from being freshly renovated to a very
high standard, this property needs no work doing to it, you simply could move your furniture straight in. With a brand
new kitchen, bathrooms, carpets and being freshly decorated, this property is a fantastic opportunity to own a wonderful
family home, in a highly sought after location.

portsmouth@bernardsestates.co.uk | southsea@bernardsestates.co.uk | waterlooville@bernardsestates.co.uk

T H E E S TAT E AG E N T S

Britannia House, Fareham

£195,000

Bernards Portsmouth are delighted to introduce this immaculate two bedroom apartment in a highly sought after
location of Portchester. Complete with two allocated parking spaces, this modern apartment would make a perfect
acquisition for first time buyers and investors alike. The property has space in abundance, with a kitchen/lounge/diner
neutrally decorated, the kitchen is fitted with a range of base and wall units. The property has two bedrooms which are
both double in size and both boasts built in wardrobes, the master bedroom boasts an ensuite.

The Spinney, Denmead

£180,000

Bernards Waterlooville are delighted to introduce to the sales market, this immaculate and modern one bedroom ground
floor apartment, in the highly sought after location of Denmead. The exterior of this property, consists of a very well
maintained communal area with a pond and two off road parking spaces. Moving inside, you have a modern, open plan
lounge/diner with double doors to the front elevation, which has been immaculately maintained. The properties kitchen
boasts a matching range of base and wall units, finished to a high standard.

bernardsestates.co.uk

open the door

to new beginnings

Here at Bernards our door is always open for you.
Talk to us now about our innovative range of products
that will get your property noticed, including your
property website to share on social media.

SHARE

T H E E S TAT E AG E N T S

with friends
& family

023 9269 6811
Southsea 023 9286 4974
Waterlooville 023 9223 2888
Portsmouth
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